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CHAPTER I 
THE NEED FOR STEWARDSHIP EDUCATION 


There are many reasons why education in Christian 
stewardship is very greatly needed. Here are several: 


1. The Early Fathers Neglected Stewardship 


A part of the reason for the neglect of stewardship 
teaching is due to the fathers of our Restoration move- 
ment. They stressed evangelism, and rightly so. They 
were the greatest evangelistic preachers of their genera- 
tion. But they did not teach and they did not preach 
stewardship. A perusal of the sermons and literature of 
that day will show how very little indeed was the preach- 
ing or the writing on the subject of stewardship or tithing. 
One can scarcely find it with a microscope. Now that 
neglect is still bearing fruit among our churches. What 
they failed to do then, must be made up now. The entire 
membership of every church needs to be taught the 
Scriptural doctrine of stewardship. The slogan of the 
fathers, “Where the Scriptures speak we speak,” certainly 
needs to be applied. The Scriptures speak in no uncertain 
terms on this fundamental theme, and we are under 
obligation to declare to the churches the whole counsel of 
God on this subject. 


2. Fifty Per Cent Loss 


In a study I made of large and small churches about 
three years ago, I found that only 35.5 per cent of the 
membership of these churches made any regular weekly 
or monthly contributions. If you put it in round numbers 
at 50 per cent, to be on the safe side, then it means that 
the other 50 per cent does not give. What a tragedy in 
any church to have a 50 per cent loss in its stewardship 
program! 

Any business firm that regularly has a 50 per cent loss 
would soon do something to remedy that situation. And 
so the church ought to do. It should and can at least par- 
tially remedy that situation by wise, systematic and per- 
sistent education in stewardship. 


3. Not More Than Ten Per Cent Tithe 


Another reason why stewardship education is needed 
is, that of the 50 per cent of the membership which does 
give, not more than 10 per cent of them give as much as 
they ought to give. It is a pretty safe estimate to say that 
no more than 10 per cent of the givers of any local congre- 
gation gives as much as the tithe. All of the others give 
less than 10 per cent of their incomes . Under grace in the 
Christian dispensation, these modern Christians contribute 
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less than the ancient Jew did under the law. 


How did they get that way? Why do they remain that 
way? The answer is that most of them have never been 
taught any better. The preachers and the officers of the 
church take new members in, and have no definite pro- 
gram of informing them of the meaning of church mem- 
bership. They have no plan or fixed purpose to get every 
member new and old to know and to practice the will of 
Christ on so major a subject as Christian stewardship. 
What if the 90 per cent of the 50 per cent should tithe? 
Or can the imagination stand the strain to try to visualize 
the power if 90 per cent of the total 100 per cent member- 
ship should tithe? 


4. Stewardship and Church Attendance 


Another strong reason for a nation-wide stewardship 
program is that the 50 per cent loss in giving shows a 50 
per cent loss in church attendance and church work. My 
own studies have revealed to me that the people who never 
give anything to the church never go to church and never 
do any work in the church. When the church has lost 
their money it has lost them. This is not a mystery. It’s as 
true as life itself. Jesus phrased it, “Where a man’s treas- 
ure is there will his heart be also.” If the church does not 
or can not get him to voluntarily lay some of his treasure 
on the altar, it can not get his heart. It can not count on his 
attendance at the communion table. It can not count on 
any activity from him. It not only loses the money, it loses 
the man. 


5. Stewardship and the Communion Table 


Now take a look at what that means when Sunday 
morning comes. Here’s a church of say 500 members. 
Since 50 per cent of these members are not related to 
the treasury of the church, they feel ashamed to go to 
church. So the Sunday school has an attendance of about 
250. At the morning preaching service the audience to 
whom the preacher preaches his morning sermon will not 
exceed 250, When the ladies prepare the communion cups 
they know enough in advance to fill only 250. 

I asked a little gray-haired woman last year who does 
this service in a church of about 800 members, “Mrs. 
abet ed , why don’t you fill 800 communion cups every 
Sunday ?” 

She looked at me in amazement and replied, “That 
would be a waste of time and money.” 

But said I, “There are 800 members.” 

“Yes,” she smiled, “but over half of them never come. 
So I fill about 350, except on Easter ; then I fill about 500.” 
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I wonder if this is not an item to be reported at the 
regular monthly meetings of the church board. Do they 
know, or should they not know, what the attendance is at 
the communion table from Sunday to Sunday? Are they to 
forever spend their time discussing the deficit, when the 
real cause of the deficit in money is due to the deficit in 
church attendance and attendance at the table of the 
Lord? Which is cause and effect, or effect and cause, is 
not easily determined. But that they are inseparably 
linked together is certain. Somebody ought to do some- 
thing about it. 


6. Children Are Neglected 


The growing children in all of our Christian homes 
need simple, direct and Biblical teaching on the subject 
of stewardship. They should get it in the Bible school 
before they are old enough to join the church. From the 
ages of five to ten and twelve they are at the impression- 
able age. A good teacher, fitting into a comprehensive 
church program, should build them into the financial and 
spiritual life of the church. 


From the ages of about ten and twelve to eighteen they 
begin to make their good confession, obey their Lord in 
Christian baptism and become members of the church. 
Church membership to them at that period is a serious 
matter. At the very beginning of their membership they 
have a right to be taught the stewardship program of the 
church. As with men, so with growing children, ““Where 
their treasure is there will their heart be also.” 


7. Would Strengthen the Ministry 


A nation-wide practice of stewardship would have 
tremendous effect upon the ministry. As a rule, the 
ministers are underpaid. They do not receive a living 
wage. A minister, in order to have a living wage, must 
have more than food, fuel, clothing and house rent. Those 
only care for the physical life. 


But a minister to be able to preach and keep fresh must 
grow. To grow he must be a constant student and reader. 
Books cost money. Good magazines, religious and secular, 
cost money. The “best seller” costs him as much as it does 
any one else. Two or three good dictionaries and books on 
word synonyms are very expensive. Biblical commentaries 
and dictionaries are among the higher priced books. Bibles 
wear out and have to be replaced. 

All these and more are the tools with which an alert 
preacher does his work. If he does not have them, the 
church suffers. Yes, there is the rub, the church has to 
suffer. If you starve the preacher, the church will suffer 
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the consequences. The preacher cannot worry about his 
debts and about where the next installment is to come 
from for his car or furniture, without the church being 
the loser. 

Hence ministers should be paid a living wage, not 
simply for the sake of the minister, but for the sake of the 
church. To squeeze the preacher down to the lowest 
possible salary is a sin against the church. When a new 
paster is called, the officers try to get a man at a lower 
price. That is a sin against the preacher, against the 
church and a sin against God. God’s program is thwarted 
by a stingy short-sighted policy in the paying of salaries. 

A worthy and effective stewardship program and prac- 
tice would remedy this situation. The money would be 
available to increase the preachers’ salaries from 10 per 
cent to 30 per cent. At least 75 per cent of all of our full- 
time ministers ought to have a salary increase of at least 
that much. I know-the ministers. I know their wives. I 
know hundreds of their children. I know their problems. 
I know what new power and hope and courage, what new 
joy of leadership would come to them if they could be 
freed from economic worry, to give their whole time and 
energy to the preaching of the everlasting gospel. 


8. Stewardship Would Undergrid the Great Commission 


The eighth reason, and “lastly,” why stewardship should 
be taught and practiced is to help our Lord carry out his 
Great Commission. That means a world-wide missionary 
program. The ministers do not make the program of the 
church. The church board was never authorized to make 
the program. But both minister and board are not only 
authorized, but commanded, to carry out the program 
which Jesus himself ordained. That means the evangel- 
ization of the world. 

Alexander Campbell said that the church in and of 
itself is a missionary institution. The great missionary 
enterprise, at home and abroad, is the concern, is the busi- 
ness of the church. It is its only business. To preach the 
gospel any time, anywhere, any place is a missionary 
program. Jesus said, “Go ye into all the world and preach 
the gospel to every creature.” That is the church’s ines- 
capable obligation. Those are its marching orders. That 
is the sole reason for its existence. 

Liberal stewardship, releasing consecrated money upon 
the altar of sacrifice, followed by the prayers and the 
devotion of the donors, would turn loose an influence in 
the brotherhood not felt in a hundred years. It would 
dedicate us more fully than ever before to doing our share 
in the building of the Kingdom of God. 
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BERS CAREER ARGIELS 


Combined 


Religious Body oes ane peag es 
PDD LISteN OF LOI weeess.cceree cress SA ae 
ZeAp iste SOULLCU ar ee ste ee tent 
Daa DLISt OC VENTA Vara cen. 3 3.24 
He retneri CRUTCH 0 fiscccsc ex. cecsness 2.88 
5. Brethren in Christ, United........ 2.16 
6. Congregational and Christian.... 2.15 
WeorociplessO1g Christ. tent 1.38 
pelpiscopal, Protestant .....2.......... 258 
a vaneeical -Chrch ee cscccceee: .69 

10. Evangelical and Reformed........ 2.02 
feeeutnerm Church, United.222.... 2.19 


12. Lutheran Conf., American........ 2550) 
13. Lutheran Conf., Synodical........ 25) 


14. Lutheran, Other Synods............ 1.29 
15. Methodist Episcopal .................. 2.03 
16. Methodist Episcopal, South...... Zs 2 
IMENT OVOVIATY eINOLED oe reece ces 4.12 
TomeNazarene, Church Of: -.c.0..02-. 4.45 
POmeresbyicrian United o....e 6.81 
momtresbyterian, Us 35: (5) 2. cae. 5.54 
imiees DV tellall, ale Oa wee ee 3.44 
ie erOrimcuain tAMeCTICA ss cn a 4.26 


Average United States in 1937........ $2.40 


Average United States in 1936........ $2.29 


Congre- 
gational 
Expenses 


$11.21 
5.40 
10.45 
Ip 
10.02 
13.20 
6.08 
20.26 
19.07 
11.13 
11.76 
10.54 
11.80 
6.05 
12.89 
7.00 
16.41 
23.57 
16.08 
14.87 
16.76 
18.66 


$10.86 


$10.07 


All 
Purposes 


$13.43 
6.51 
13.69 
10.60 
12.18 
15.35 
- 7.46 
22.79 
19.76 
13.15 
13.95 
13.04 
14.55 
7.34 
14.92 
9.72 
20.53 
28.02 
22.89 
20.41 
20.20 
22.92 


$13.26 


$12.36 


FROM REPORT OF THE UNITED STEWARD- 


SHI PAGOUNGIL 


These twenty-two religious bodies have about 75 per 
cent of the total Protestant membership in the United 


States. 


With the per capita gifts for all missions and benevo- 
lences less than .05 cents per week, and for all purposes 
only 25 cents per week there is certainly an urgent need 


for stewardship education. 
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CHAPTER II 


STEWARDSHIP AMONG THE PATRIARCHS 


Bible students usually divide Biblical history into three 
main divisions: 

1. The Patriarchal Dispensation. 
2. The Jewish Dispensation. 
3. The Christian Dispensation. 

This study deals with stewardship in the patriarchal 
dispensation. It is an interesting fact that the stewardship 
idea is as old as the race. It begins in the first chapter of 
Genesis. It runs through the last chapter of Revelation. 

Gen. 1 :1—“‘In the beginning God created the heaven 
and the earth.” 

Gen. 1.27—“God created man.” 

Gen. 1:28, 29b—“‘God said unto them, Be fruitful, and 
multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have 
dominion ... I have given.” 

God is the Creator and the first great Giver. It is clearly 
taught here that God is the Owner, and that man is the 
steward. 


1. Cain and Abel Brought Gifts Unto God 


The first two sons of Adam—Cain and Abel—practiced 
the principles of stewardship. How did they know about 
it? How and when was it first revealed unto them? On 
this point the “Scriptures are silent.” But on the point 
that they did bring offerings the story is explicit: 

Gen. 4:3—“‘In process of time . . . Cain brought of the 
fruit of the ground an offering unto the Lord.” 

Gen. 4:4—“Abel . . . brought of the firstlings of his 
flock and of the fat thereof.” 


2. Cain’s Offering Rejected 

It is not clear why Cain’s offering was refused and 
Abel’s accepted. It is not clear either as to whether the 
amount each brought was equivalent to the tithe. The tithe 
idea soon appears, but not here. However, the important 
point is that these two sons of Adam, either from their 
father or by a direct revelation, learned that they were ex- 
pected to make an “offering unto the Lord.” 


3. Stewardship and Worship Grew Together 


Here stewardship begins. In the childhood of the race 
this principle emerges: ‘“‘An offering unto the Lord.” The 
worship of God is religion. With worship and religion 
goes the spirit of sacrifice, of sharing, of the offering, of 
stewardship. There is no escape from this definite teach- 
ing among the patriarchs. 


Mh 


4. Noah Practiced Stewardship 


Stewardship was understood and practiced by Noah. 

Gen. 8:20—‘‘Noah builded an altar unto the Lord; and 
took of every clean beast and of every clean fowl, and 
offered burnt offerings on the altar.” 

A new idea comes forth in this story—that of “burnt 
offerings.” When and how Noah learned it we are not 
told. But that he did know it, and did practice it, we are 
certain. 


5. First Mention of the Tithe 

Abraham practiced worship and stewardship. The two 
were linked together from the beginning. On his journey 
from Ur of the Chaldees to the land of promise we get the 
picture. 

Gen. 12 :7—“‘. .. there builded he an altar unto the Lord, 
who appeared unto him.” 

Gen. 12:8—‘And there he builded an altar unto the 
Lord, and called upon the name of the Lord.” 

Gen. 14:18-20—“Melchizedek . . . was the priest of the 
most high God ... And he (Abraham) gave him tithes of 
alls 


This is the first mention of the tithe. It appears many 
times later. The fact that it now appears means that by 
some teaching or revelation Abraham knew that it was 
proper to offer tithes to the priest of the most high God. 


6. Isaac Practiced Stewardship 

Isaac understood the principle of stewardship and 
worship. 

Gen. 26 :25—‘‘And he builded an altar there, and called 
upon the name of the Lord.” 


7. Jacob Pledged Tithes 

Jacob promised tithes unto the Lord. 

Gen. 28 :22—‘‘And this stone, which I have set for a 
pillar, shall be God’s house; and of all that thou shalt give 
me I will surely give the tenth unto thee.” 


8. Tithing Began Among the Patriarchs 


Thus it is quite clear that among the patriarchs the two 
ideas grew together, stewardship and its more definite 
application, tithing; and the two, if they are two separate 
ideas, seemed to be inseparably linked with worship. 
Worship and sacrifice are as old as the race. 

It should be noted here also that tithing began among 
the patriarchs; that is, in the patriarchal dispensation. 
This point should be clearly observed, for some of the 
modern objectors to the idea of tithing think they have 
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destroyed it when they brand it as being of the Jewish 
dispensation. Tithing began long before the Jewish order. 
Away back among the first patriarchs, tithing was known 
and practiced. Even when there was no organized reli- 
gion or state or national religion with tabernacle, temple 
or priest, these patriarchs recognized their stewardship 
by giving offerings and tithes. 


9. Tithes Given by Ancient Peoples sie 

Furthermore, tithing was known and practiced by 
many other ancient peoples. The ancient histories tell that 
the people of Phoenicia, Carthage, Babylon, Arabia, 
Lybia, Greece, Rome, tithed as well as did the Hebrews. 
So it is not correct to say that the tithe is of Jewish order 
and practice. It is far older than that. 

Its exact origin is not known. It is not necessary, to 
this series of lessons that we do know it. What we do need 
to know, however, it that the idea of worship and of sacri- 
fice dates back to the early inhabitants of the earth. They 
learned in the very beginning that God was the Creator, 
that God loved them, that God was to be worshiped, that 
offerings were to be made unto him, that some of these 
offerings at least were to be tithes. And we also know that 
some of these people did make their offerings and bring 
their tithes. We also know that the good life, the better 
life, of men and of families was involved in these things. 


10. Stewardship and the Good Life 


In other words, the record of stewardship among the 
patriarchs seems to clearly indicate that stewardship was 
a way of Life; that men not only worked for the “in- 
crease” for themselves, but that they were linked up to a 
higher power. That higher power was God. He was the 
Creator, the owner; they, the stewards. Therefore they 
shared with him. They worshiped him. They gave tithes 
and offerings to him. Thus the germ of organized religion 
was planted among the patriarchs; it budded among the 
Israelites ; it flowered and came to its full rounded beauty 
in the Christian dispensation. 
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CHAPTER III 


STEWARDSHIP IN THE JEWISH 
DISPENSATION) 


The preceding chapter points out that the idea and prac- 
tice of stewardship started in the very beginning of the 
patriarchal dispensation. It is as old as the race. It was 
practiced by individuals, families, and tribes. 


1. Stewardship Becomes National 


In the Jewish dispensation, stewardship becomes na- 
tional. It applies to the twelve tribes of Israel on their way 
from Egypt to the promised land. It applies to them when 
they entered and took possession of the promised land. 
It applies to them when they returned from exile into 
Babylon and rebuilt their cities and their temples of 
worship. 


It should be remembered that in the days of the patri- 
archs, stewardship and worship always went together. 
There is no stewardship apart from worship. The race 
seemed to recognize from the very beginning that when 
man came to the altar to worship God, he came bearing his 
offering in his hand. This point must not be forgotten as 
we study the growth of stewardship from the family basis 
to the national basis. 


2. Stewardship in the Ten Commandments 


The first suggestion for stewardship in organized or 
national Jewish religion is found in the Ten Command- 
ments. The first of these is, “Thou Shalt have no other 
gods before me.” The second is connected with the first, 
“Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image. ... 
Thou shalt not bow down to them, nor serve them.” 
Worship therefore is to be given only to the true and liv- 
ing God. 


The Tenth Commandment is, “Thou shalt not covet.” 


These commandments are the fundamental code of the 
moral, spiritual and social law. They were handed to 
Moses by the Lord himself. They were to be the main 
structure of the whole law and life of the Jewish nation. 
This code of moral law, through the centuries, has never 
been improved upon by the best legal talents of the 
nations. The keenest legal minds of the ages have ac- 
knowledged these commandments as the basis of all moral 
law. They tie into life everywhere. And stewardship— 
that is, worship and sacrifice—are mentioned in four of 
the Ten Commandments. 
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3. Stewardship and Service 

The next step in the development of stewardship in the 
Jewish dispensation refers to the setting aside of the 
priests and Levites for special tasks in connection with 
the care and worhip of the tabernacle. As the altar was 
a place of sacrifice and worship among the patriarchs, 
so the tabernacle was to be such a place as the Israelites 
journeyed from Mt. Sinai to the promised land. 


Instructions were given for the numbering of the eleven 
tribes and the order of travel. 


Num. 1:47—“But the Levites after the tribe of their 
fathers were not numbered.” 


Num. 1:50—‘‘But thou shalt appoint the Levites over 
the tabernacle of testimony, and over all the vessels 
thereof ... and they shall minister unto it.” 


Ex. 29:44, 45—“And I will sanctify the tabernacle of 
the congregation, and the altar: I will sanctify also both 
Aaron and his sons, to minister to me in the priest’s office. 


And I will dwell among the children of Israel, and will be 
their God.” 


4. Stewardship and Organized Religion 


It is quite evident from these verses that as the worship 
became more elaborate it had to be organized. Some one 
had to be appointed to look after the arrangements and 
appointments. What was “everybody’s business,” was 
“nobody’s business.” God understood this. He knew the 
people must be made to understand it. Hence the instruc- 
tion to consecrate one tribe, the Levites, with Aaron and 
his sons, to minister to the Tabernacle and all the worship 
and sacrifices in connection therewith. 


This was clearly understood by the leaders of Israel. 
As the great march proceeded through the wilderness the 
Levites stuck to their appointed task of ministering to and 
in the tabernacle. They ‘‘were not numbered among the 
children of Israel.” If such was to be their sole task, it 
became necessary for them to be supported. How this 
was done will be made clear in the next lesson. 


5. The Levites Set Aside as Spiritual Leaders 


The forty years of wandering were finally over and the 
Israelites had taken possession of their “land of promise.” 
The special task was at hand of dividing the land among 
the eleven tribes, not the twelve. The Levites were to have 
no inheritance, no land in the new Jewish nation in 
Palestine. What were they to have? What were they to 
do? How were they to live? 

They were to be scattered geographically among the 
other eleven tribes all over Palestine. As the teachers of 
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the law, as the scribes of the law, the leaders in the 
worship of God, they were to be so located that they 
would be accessible—within easy traveling distance of 
the entire population. In other words, worship was not to 
be neglected. The plan was a national plan so that the 
people might not forget their God who brought them out 
of bondage in the land of Egypt. 

Num. 35 :7—“‘So all the cities which ye shall give to 
the Levites shall be forty and eight cities: them shall ye 
give with their suburbs.” 

Num. 8:14—“Thus shalt thou separate the Levites 
from among the children of Israel: and the Levites shall 
be mine.” 


6. Priests and Levites 

Is there a clear distinction between the priests and the 
Levites? In the beginning there seemed to be. Aaron and 
his sons were the priests, and the Levites were given to 
them as assistants in caring for the tabernacle and in its 
program of worhip and sacrifice. After the death of 
Aaron the terms “priests” and “Levites” seem to be used 
interchangably. Some noted scholars advocate that they 
were synonymous. Josh. 3:3 seems to bear out this idea. 
“When ye see the ark of the covenant of the Lord your 
God, and the priests the Levites bearing it, then ye shall 
remove from your place, and go after it.” They are 
spoken of as the Levitical priesthood. 

Heb. 7 :11—“TIf therefore perfection were by the Levit- 
ical priesthood (for under it the people received the 
law) 5 

How then were these special teachers, scribes, preach- 
ers, prophets, priests of the law, leaders in worship and 
sacrifice to be supported? Under the Jewish order, 
stewardship had its place. The next lesson shows its 
practical application. 
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CHAPTER IV 


STEWARDSHIP IN THE JEWISH 
DISPENSATION II 


Stewardship in the Jewish dispensation had its expres- 
sion in tithes and in offerings. 


1. Offerings Among the Jews 


The offerings were numerous, varied, irregular. There 
were trespass offerings, sin offerings, peace offerings, 
jealousy offerings, fire offerings, guilt offerings, wave and 
heave offerings, vegetable offerings, drink offerings. 
These many offerings had their rules and regulations. 
The people were carefully instructed concerning them. 
This instruction no doubt was a part of the duty of the 
priests and the Levites. 


2. The Larger Expression Was Tithing 


But the larger expression of stewardship which was 
practically, if not altogether, universal among the people 
of the Jewish dispensation was tithing. And the tithing 
was for definite purposes which affected the whole nation. 
It is quite clear that there were three different tithes. 


3. The Tithe for the Support of the Levites 

Num. 18 :21—‘“And, behold, I have given the children 
of Levi all the tenth in Israel for an inheritance, for their 
service which they serve, even the service of the taber- 
nacle of the congregation.” 

Num. 18:23b, 24—‘It shall be a statute forever 
throughout your generations, that among the children 
of Israel they have no inheritance.” 

“But the tithes of the children of Israel... . I have 
given to the Levites to inherit.” 


4. Major Purpose of Stewardship 


The major purpose of their stewardship becomes clear 
through this teaching: (a) That worship and sacrifice 
were to be kept alive through the special work of those 
appointed ; namely, the priests and the Levites who were 
set aside for this sacred task. (b) That these people were 
to be supported while they gave their time and their 
energy to this important spiritual duty. 


5. God’s Work Not Left to Chance 


The matter was not left to chance. The leaders were 
not even volunteer leaders. They were both chosen and 
appointed to this God-given work. Being located in 
forty-eight cities as they were, the country being small, 
even with limited traveling conveniences, they were able 
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easily to reach the entire nation in a very short time. 
What a wonderful organization it was! Leaders of mod- 
ern religion would do well to contemplate this carefully 
outlined leadership plan. 

Was their support left to chance? That would have 
meant chaos, confusion and defeat. Israel was a new 
nation. A new dispensation had dawned. It was abso- 
lutely necessary therefore that these teachers, preachers, 
priests, scribes—leaders in the law of God—should be 
assigned their work and that they should be supported in 
it. The tithe was the answer—the tithe of the increase of 
field and vineyard from all the people of all the tribes. 
By this method the importance of the new religion was 
impressed upon the minds and hearts of the people of the 
entire Jewish nation. 


6. The Levites Also Tithed 


The tithe of the Levites was given for the support of 
the priests. Since Aaron, the priest, and his sons, served 
in the tabernacle in the Holy Place, and once a year in 
the Holy of Holies, it was necessary that they be sup- 
ported in this service. What more natural or orderly 
thing than that the Levites who received tithes, should 
tithe their own tithes for the support of Aaron the priest ? 

Num. 18 :26—‘“Thou speak unto the Levites ... When 
ye take of the children of Israel the tithes which I have 
given you from them for your inheritance, then ye shall 
offer up an heave offering of it for the Lord, even a tenth 
part of the tithe.” 

Num. 18 :28b—‘“‘And ye shall give thereof the Lord’s 
heave offering to Aaron the priest.” 

This then is the national stewardship and tithing plan 
of the Jewish nation. A tithe from all to the Levites. A 
tithe of the tithe from the Levites to Aaron the priest. 

Lev. 27 :30—‘‘And all the tithe of the land whether of 
the seed of the land, or of the fruit of the tree, is the 
Lord’s: It is holy unto the Lord.” 

It should be noted that this universal tithe referred 


to products of argriculture and horticulture, not to the 
herds and flocks. 


7. The Festival or Convention Tithe 

Another tithe was the sacred feast or festival tithe. 
This might be called the pilgrimage tithe or the convention 
tithe. The “annual convention,” alchough not so named, 
originated among the Israelites. These festivals all had 
a religious significance. The twelve tribes were being 
molded into a national unity. What better method than 
to have gatherings at certain central meeting places to pro- 
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duce unity of purpose, unity of ideals, unity of worship 
and unity of religion? 

But the expense of travel even in those days had to be 
considered. The tithe was the answer. Arrange for this 
expense in an orderly way. Present-day conventions 
could be made more effective if an effective method were 
evolved of getting representative attendance. And how 
much more businesslike would they become! Here is 
the teaching: 


Deut. 12:5, 6—‘“Unto the place which the Lord our God 
shall choose out of all your tribes to put his name there, 
even unto his habitation shall ye seek, and thither thou 
shalt come. 


“And thither ye shall bring your burnt-offerings, and 
your sacrifices, and your tithes.” 

Deut. 12:12a, 19—‘‘And ye shall rejoice before the 
Lord your God, ye, and your sons, and your daughters, 
and your menservants, and your maidservants, and the 
Levite that is within your gates...” 

“Take heed to thyself that thou forsake not the Levite 
as long as thou livest upon the earth.” 


8. Three Year Tithe for the Poor 


Still another tithe was the third-year tithe for the sup- 
port of the poor, strangers and Levites. 


Deu. 14:28, 29—“At the end of three years thou shalt 
bring forth all the tithe of thine increase the same year, 
and shalt lay it up within thy gates: 

“And the Levite, because he hath no part nor inherit- 
ance with thee, and the stranger, and the fatherless, and 
the widow, which are within thy gates, shall come, and 
shall eat and be satisfied.” 

Deut. 26:12—‘‘When thou hast made an end of tithing 
all the tithes of thine increase the third year, which is the 
year of tithing. .. .” 

The question of the support of the poor, the widow, the 
orphan was up away back there in the Jewish dispensa- 
tion. Tithing was the answer. 


9. Levites Supported in Their Old Age 


The support of the Levites in their old age also was 
before them. Tithing was the answer to that. 

Num. 8:25, 26—“And from the age of fifty years they 
shall cease waiting upon the service thereof, and shall 
serve no more. 

“But shall minister with their brethren in the taber- 
nacle of the congregation to keep the charge, and shall do 
no service. Thus shalt thou do unto the Levites touching 
their charge.” 
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10. Testimony of Josephus 

Josephus verifies the practice of these three tithes. In 
his chapter 8, Section 22, he says: “Besides those two 
tithes, which I have already said you are to pay every 
year, the one of the Levites, the other for the festivals, 
you are to bring every third year a third tithe, to distrib- 
ute to those that want, to women also that are widows, and 
to children that are orphans.” 
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CHAPTER V 


STEWARDSHIP IN THE CHRISTIAN 
DISPENSATION I 


In the Jerusalem Church 


The Christian dispensation can be said actually to have 
begun on the day of Pentecost when the church was 
established. 

Gal. 3:24, 25—“‘The law was our schoolmaster to bring 
us to Christ ... But after that faith is come, we are no 
longer under a schoolmaster.” 


Gal. 3:28—“There is neither Jew nor Greek there is 
neither bond nor free. . . ye are all one in Christ Jesus.” 


1. Religion Becomes Universal 


The progression moves from family and tribe among 
the patriarchs to the nation among the Jews, then becomes 
interracial, international and world wide under the Christ- 
ian dispensation. A new, enlarged religion, world-wide in 
program and purpose, was ushered in. The universal 
reign of Jesus of Nazareth, to bring in the kingdom of 
God among all nations, peoples, tribes and tongues, was 
the objective. 


2. Stewardship Idea Enlarges 


Such an enlarging program certainly demands an en- 
larging idea of stewardship. The first church at Jerusa- 
lem caught immediately this new vision of stewardship 
and consecration. The treasury was at once set up. While 
this is not specifically recorded the known facts verify 
this statement. Large sums of money were received, 
properly accounted for, and properly and in an orderly 
manner paid out. These facts indicate there was a treas- 
ury. 


3. Jerusalem Church Exceeds the Tithe 


Was the stewardship program of the Jerusalem church 
confined to tithing? No Bible student will so contend. It 
was tithing plus. It went far beyond the concept and 
practice of tithing. The question will be raised, Did that 
church, or any of the early churches fall below the 
tithe? The New Testament Scriptures are not explicit on 
this point. 

However, it is inconceivable that’ any of them did fall 
below the principle or practice of the tithe. The leaders 
were Jewish converts. Jews had understood and prac- 
ticed tithing for generations. With a new world order 
at hand, with the specific statement of Jesus that “the 
field is the world,” how can any one even imagine, let 
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alone believe, that any of these early churches fell below, 
in the Christian dispensation, what had been the estab- 
lished order under the Jewish. It is impossible to think 
that these practical Jewish followers of Christ forgot all 
they ever knew about stewardship and tithing the next day 
after Pentecost! 


4. Stewardship Was Immediate and Unanimous 


Let us examine the record of this first church under 
the Christian dispensation and see just what did happen: 

Acts 2:41—“Then they that gladly received his word 
were baptized: and the same day there were added unto 
them about three thousand souls.” 

Thus the first church became a reality in a single day. 

Acts 2:44, 45—‘‘And all that believed were together 
and had all things common: and sold their possessions 
and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had 
need.” 

Note how this new stewardship principle further en- 
larged in the fourth chapter of Acts. The elapsed time 
between the second and fourth chapters is not known, 
but the church had grown. Its membership now num- 
bered more than five thousand. 


Acts 4:32-35—“And the multitude of them that be- 
lieved were of one heart and one soul: neither said any 
of them that aught of the things which he possessed was 
his own: but they had all things common. 


“And with great power gave the apostles witness of the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus; and great grace was upon 
them all. 


“Neither was there any among them that lacked: for as 
many as were possessors of lands or houses sold them, 
and brought the prices of the things that were sold, 

“And laid them down at the apostles’ feet: and distri- 


bution was made unto every man according as he had 
need.” 


5. Membership Meant a Sacrificial Stewardship 


Here is an expression of stewardship far beyond the 
tithing idea. It is far beyond any suggestion of steward- 
ship in two previous dispensations. Under the leadership 
of the apostles, who had been trained for three years by 
Jesus himself, the expansive idea of the enlarging king- 
dom took deep hold upon the lives of “the multitude of 
them that believed.” 


As this enlarging vision of a world-wide religion 
gripped their souls, likewise an enlarging vision of Christ- 
ian stewardship took possession of their daily lives. For 
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the first time the term “Christian stewardship” may be 
applied. A world-wide religion! This demands world- 
wide worship and world-wide sacrifice. And be it said to 
the credit of this early church that its members matched 
their vision with their gifts. They gave all. They gave 
impetus to the greatest movement in history. 


6. Stewardship Could Not Be Counterfeited 

They were not commanded to give all. There was no 
law or rule requiring it. This is borne out by the tragedy 
of Ananias and Sapphira. Their sin was not in keeping 
back a part. It was rather in pretending to have given all, 
when they had not done so. It was the sin of deception. 
Peter said to Ananias (Acts 5:4): “Whiles it remained, 
was it not thine own? and after it was sold, was it not in 
thine own power? why hast thou conceived this thing 
in thine heart ? thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God.” 

This new principle and practice of stewardship would 
countenance no counterfeit. The program was too im- 
portant. The issue at stake was too great for selfishness 
and greed to be allowed to gain a foothold. Hence the 
penalty for a false and deceptive stewardship. 


7. Stewardship, Not of Less, But of More 


The experience of the Jerusalem church shows the 
glory of voluntary stewardship. These people were no 
longer under law, they were under grace. They no longer 
had a national ideal, they had a new world-wide ideal. 
They were not under Moses. They were under Christ. 
They had no outward rule or law. Rather they had an 
inner impulsion and compulsion to give all for Christ who 
had given all for them. 

This is the answer to all critics of the tithing system. 
Their argument is that the Jewish order was abolished 
through Christ. Therefore the tithe is not binding, there- 
fore they will give less. But the Jerusalem church showed 
that with the law of the tithe gone, but its great principle 
dominating their lives, they were free to give more. A 
Christian under grace was free to do far more than the 
Jew did under the law. This new stewardship in the 
Christian dispensation was not a stewardship of less, but 
of more. 
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CHAPTER VI 


STEWARDSHIP IN THE CHRISTIAN 
DISPENSATION II 


Among the Gentile Churches 


Paul was the great apostle to the Gentiles. As Peter 
and the other eleven under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit revealed the way to the church among the Jews, 
so Paul, under the leadership of the Spirit, revealed the 
way to the church among the Gentiles. 


1. Gentile Churches Established by Special Apostle 

He made those great missionary journeys preaching 
among the Gentiles. As he preached, churches sprang up 
as a result of his gospel message. He demonstrated to 
himself, as he later-wrote, that “the gospel is the power 
of God unto salvation.” He retraced his steps, visiting 
these new churches, confirming them in the faith. He sent 
Timothy to set the churches in order. He wrote letters 
to instruct them in the new way. 


2. New Churches Wihout Jewish Background 


Here then is a new situation—a group of churches be- 
lieving in the same Christ, but without a Jewish back- 
ground. Even among some of the early Jewish converts 
there was amazement that the gospel should even be 
preached to the Gentiles. But over half of the Book of 
Acts is devoted to recording the story of the marvelous 
outreaches of the gospel among the Gentiles. And Paul’s 
letters to these churches and about them constitute more 
than half of the entire New Testament. 


3. Paul, a Jew, Teaches Gentile Converts 


What was the teaching and practice of stewardship 
among these Gentile Churches? We have already seen 
what it was among the Jewish churches. Was it definitely 
and specifically a tithing program? There is evidence 
that there were some of the Jewish converts who advo- 
cated that all Gentiles should become Jews before they 
became Christians. “Certain men came down from Judea” 
to Antioch to set the new church aright. Some contended 
that they should “command them (Gentiles) to keep the 
law of Moses.” “Therefore Paul and Barnabas had no 
small dissension and disputation with them.” 


After the conference over the problem in Jerusalem, 
Judas and Silas were sent to tell the Gentile church that 
they were not required to “keep the law; ... to whom we 
gave no such commandment.” 


Acts 15 :28, 29—“For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit, 
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and to us to lay upon you no greater burden than these 
necessary things; that you abstain from meats offered to 
idols, and from blood, and from things strangled and 
from fornication: from which if ye keep yourselves ye 
shall do well.” 


4. Gentile Converts Not Under Jewish Law 


This settles the question once and for all that the 
Gentile converts were not to be under the law of Moses. 
Therefore, unquestionably they were not to be under the 
rule of the legalistic Jewish tithe. But that certainly does 
not mean that they were to do less. The apostle Paul had 
been trained under the Jewish order. He knew the law. He 
knew the principle and practice of tithing. Is it conceiv- 
able that he would have taught them a lesser principle of 
stewardship? Could he, who was so zealous in the spread 
of the gospel, have organized and taught these Gentile 
churches a small conception of their stewardship obliga- 
tions? The records show he not only taught, but prac- 
ticed, a high and holy program of Christian stewardship. 


5. Churches in Great Gentile Cities 


The Jewish tribes in Palestine were largely an agri- 
cultural people. Their towns and villages were small. 
Their incomes, their tithes, were of the field, the orchard 
and the vineyard, the herd. 

Paul established churches in the great cities of his day: 
Antioch, Corinth, Phillipi, Ephesus, Rome. These were 
commercial cities, and incomes were derived from trade, 
shipping, manufacturing, other industries and salaries. 

The stewardship principle had to be applied to the 
church in an industrial order. There incomes were re- 
ceived weekly, or monthly. Paul did not change the prin- 
ciple, nor the amount, but he did change the method. In- 
stead of a tithe of wheat or other grain, he taught a 
share, in proportion to ability, of the weekly income. This 
is another evidence of progressive stewardship under the 
guidance of the spirit of God. 


6. Stewardship in Antioch 


The first glimpse of the working of this new steward- 
ship principle came from Antioch. ‘The disciples were 
called Christians first at Antioch.” Word came to this 
new Gentile church that their Jewish brethren were in 
need in Jerusalem. 

Acts 11:29, 30—‘‘Then the disciples, every man ac- 
cording to his ability, determined to send relief unto the 
brethren which dwelt in Judea. 

“Which they also did, and sent it to the elders by the 
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hands of Barnabas and Saul.” 


The expression for the first time, “according to his 
ability,” appears. And it comes in connection with a 
church which had Paul as its teacher of stewardship. 
Paul well knew that that great principle contained the 
germ of all stewardship obligation and practice. The 
first Gentile church was started right, not less, but more 
than tithing. 


7. Stewardship at Corinth 


Consider next Paul’s great teaching to the churches of 
Galatia and of Corinth. 


1 Cor. 16:1, 2—‘“Now concerning the collection for the 
saints, as I have given order to the churches of Galatia, 
even so do ye. 

“Upon the first day of the week let every one of you 
lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there 
be no gatherings when I come.” 

The principle, “As God hath prospered him,” is the 
same as Paul’s teaching at Antioch—‘every man accord- 
ing to his ability.’ Thus the stewardship principle was 
adapted to the ability of the disciple, but the clear impli- 
cation of a proportion is there. That proportion, without 
question, was equivalent to or greater than the tithe. 

This clear teaching of Paul has been dwelt upon much 
by commentators and writers on stewardship. Probably 
the best succinct outline is the following: 


‘OT he ifitstada yaOLatncawee le meee Periodic 
Hach mone wee ee oes. ee eee Personal 
IBC Walloxcirel C[veigss renee ees o Provident 
‘AS besmay prosper ....2et Proportionate 


“That no collections be made’....Preventive 


8. The Man From Macedonia Practiced Stewardship 

Paul’s stewardship teaching and preaching among the 
churches in Macedonia, to which the man in the vision 
called him, also bore fruit. 


“Moreover, brethren, we make known to you the grace 
of God which hath been given in the churches of Mace- 
donig ees 

In 2 Cor. 8:3, 4, he commends these churches, “For ac- 
cording to their power, I bear witness, yea and beyond 
their power, they gave of their own accord.” 

Note again “according to their power.” Where did they 
learn it? The record shows that Paul, in spite of all the 
other things he had to do in setting the churches in order, 
did not neglect to teach Christian stewardship. “Of their 
own accord” indicates the larger voluntary spiritual ex- 
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pression over the mere legalistic conception. 


9. God Loveth a Cheerful Giver 


In his second letter to the church at Corinth, Paul also 
enlarges on this conception of the new stewardship. 
2 Cor. 9:6-8a, 11—“But this I say ... he that soweth 
bountifully shall reap also bountifully. Let each man do 
according as he hath purposed in his heart: not grudg- 
ingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver. 
And God is able to make all grace abound unto you: .. .ye 
being enriched in everything unto all liberality, which 
worketh through us thanksgiving to God.” 

These plain teachings and records of the practices of 
the Gentile churches certainly show that the practice of 
stewardship far exceeded its practice in the Jewish dis- 
pensation. “The dawn of Christianity gave a tenth; shall 
the noonday do less than the dawn?” 
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CHAPTER VI 
reo DEWARDSHIBS TEACHINGS, OFSIESUS 


The stewardship teachings of Jesus are personal rather 
than organizational. He makes a direct appeal in behalf 
of the individual, not the institution. His desire is that 
man shall triumph over his possessions, not allow his 
possessions to triumph over him. 


1. Jesus Wants Men to Be the Masters of Money 

He wants men to be makers and masters of money. 
He warns against permitting money to become the master, 
man the slave. “No man can serve two masters.... Ye 
cannot serve God and mammon.” His is the keenest 
analysis of the influence of riches on the lives and souls 
of men to be found in all literature, secular or sacred. 
His is the deepest philosophy of how possessions, money 
—either make or mar the characters of men. 


2. Jesus a Teacher of the Larger Stewardship 

The great Teacher, though he had only three years of 
public life, did not neglect to leave for the human race, for 
all future generations, clear and unmistakable teachings 
and principles for the practice of stewardship. An exam- 
ination of his teachings on this theme wiil reveal how 
far-reaching are its implications. 


3. Stewardship and the Sermon on the Mount 

These teachings begin with the Sermon on the Mount. 
In that great document, how quickly he puts his finger on 
the motives of men; on the true spirit of stewardship. 

“Think not that I am come to destroy the law, ... but 
to fulfill.” 

“If thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there remem- 
berest that thy brother hath aught against thee; 

“Leave there thy gift ... first be reconciled to thy 
brother.” 

At the very beginning Jesus points out that steward- 
ship is connected with the good life. 

“Do not your alms before men to be seen of them.” 

“Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth... . 
lay up for yourselves treasure in heaven... where your 
treasure is, there will your heart be also.” 

How important are these short fundamental teachings 
which are set forth in the Sermon on the Mount. 


4. Man Is More Important Than His Possessions 


And this only a few days later: 
‘What is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole 
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world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in 
exchange for his soul?” 


Jesus came to grips with the whole stewardship prob- 
lem and principle in his interview with the rich young 
ruler, who had “great possessions.” 


“Sell all that thou hast, and distribute unto the poor... 
and come, follow me. 

“And when he heard this, he was very sorrowful: for 
he was very rich.” 

His possessions possessed him. It has been said of this 
young man that he might have been a second Paul. 


Jesus then said to his disciples, “How hardly shall they 
that have riches enter into the kingdom of God! 

“For it is easier for a camel to go through a needle’s 
eye, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of 
God.” 

That teaching has been explained away in every genera- 
tion. But there it stands. And there it will forever stand 
to warn men against temptation of money which ensnare 
their souls. 


5. Parables Teach Stewardship 


Jesus was the master Teacher in the use of parables. 
Many of his greatest teachings were given in parables, 
and many of his parables were told to show the relation- 
ship of men to their money or property. Jesus set these 
stories—true, or that could be true—by the side of men in 
their everyday lives to make them see the spiritual values 
involved. 

He plunges into the inequalities of life and the selfish- 
ness of rich men in the parable of the rich man and Laza- 
rus (Luke 16:19-31). A rich man, clothed in purple and 
fine linen; a beggar named Lazarus, in the same town. 
The beggar died—in Abraham’s bosom—the rich man 
died—in “hell he lifted up his eyes, being in torment.” 
There is life, everyday life, but after that the judgment! 
Is it too severe? 

Note the parable of another rich man—the rich fool 
(Luke 12:16-21). “Ground of a certain rich man brought 
forth plentifully.” 

Pull down the barns—build greater—bestow more 
goods—eat—drink—be merry. Then the judgment: “God 
said unto him, thou fool.” Jesus adds: “So is he that 
layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward 


God.” 


6. Can Rich Men of the Twentieth Century Stand This? 


There has been no change in it for nineteen hundred 
years. 
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The parable of the talents found in Matt. 25 :14-30 is 
another great stewardship lesson. The kingdom of 
heaven, like a man traveling into a far country. To his 
servants he left definite responsibilities. To one five 
talents; to another two; to a third, one. When the ac- 
counting time came, each “according to his several ability” 
was judged. In this case the man who had the least was 
the most unfaithful. This puts stewardship responsibility 
squarely up to the individual and his ability to serve. The 
poor man and the average man cannot escape their own 
obligations by condemning the rich. Can these groups 
face this unqualified teaching from the lips of the great 
Teacher himself? 

The parable of the pounds, in Luke 19:11-27, is similar 
in its meaning. To one servant ten pounds, to another five 
pounds, to another one pound. The first two gained in 
proportion. They doubled their money. The reward was 
in proportion. One was made ruler over ten cities; the 
other, five, but the man who did nothing, who risked 
nothing, received nothing except condemnation for his 
unfaithfulness. 


7. The Last Judgment 


The parable of the last judgment (Matt. 25 :31-46) puts 
down upon the individual conscience the responsibility of 
stewardship between man and man. Jesus probes to the 
very heart of the matter in his “did” and “did not.” 

At the last judgment, “before him shall be gathered all 
nations,” and there the separation of the faithful from the 
unfaithful. On what ground is this separation made? On 
the test of Christian service to one’s fellow man. “I was 
hungered—thirsty—a_ stranger—naked—in prison—and 
ye did it not.” To the others, “Ye have done it unto me.” 
In that last great day, although in parable, Jesus indicates 
that men as individuals face their record of stewardship. 
Other parables which the reader may look up also have 
direct teaching or stewardship implications. These are 
sufficient to show Jesus’ mind and heart upon this major 
influence in the lives of men. 


8. What Jesus Says of Tithing 

What did Jesus teach about tithing? There are only 
two direct references to tithing in Jesus’ teaching. In 
Matt. 23:23 and Luke 11:42, Jesus pronounces condem- 
nation upon the Pharisees: “Ye tithe mint and anise and 
cummin and have left undone the weightier matters of 
the law, justice and mercy, and faith; but these ye ought 
to have done, and not to have left the other undone.” 


He approves of their tithing, but disapproves their 
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social and individual sins. Let it be remembered that the 
teaching of Jesus seems to be largely, if not altogether, 
individual rather than organizational. However, every- 
thing Jesus revised of the old order was revised upward 
and not downward. Under his leadership and the leader- 
ship of his Holy Spirit his church, named after his name, 
he himself being the chief cornerstone, far exceeded the 
tithe in its enthusiastic expression of Christian steward- 
ship. 
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CHAPTER VIII 
THE ECONOMIC BASIS OF STEWARDSHIP 


Stewardship has an economic basis, as well as an his- 
torical and Scriptural basis. The latter has been discussed 
in previous lessons. No study on this subject would be 
complete without giving consideration to the economic 
basis. 


1. Economic Basis Rooted in the Soil 


The economic roots of stewardship are buried in the 
soil. While the spiritual aspects of stewardship come 
down from the sky, its financial and economic aspects 
come up from the earth. Men are spiritual beings, and 
their souls and spirits feed on the things of the spirit. 
Men are also physical beings, and their physical bodies 
are fed on material things. This means that the economic 
life of the churches is rooted to the soil of the communi- 
ties where they are located. 


2. The Factors of Production 


The economic basis of stewardship has to do with the 
factors of production—the increase of land, flock, herd 
and income from the use of brawn and brain. The whole 
money-making process is involved. In this modern gen- 
eration the money-making process is complicated and 
sometimes difficult to understand, yet progressive steward- 
ship must understand it and cope with it. 


The main outline of the factors of production has been 
set forth in the writer’s book, “The Christian and His 
Money Problems.’ Also in his booklet entitled, “Five 
Studies in Christian Stewardship.” That outline is so 
fundamental to the discussion, that it will bear repeating 
ere: 


3. Three Major Factors in Production 


There are three major factors in production. The 
individual, society, God. 


a. The individual puts forth the direct personal effort. 
He is the center of the enterprise. He is the pivot around 
which individual initiative revolves. Without him no 
production would be possible. Without him and his home 
the sale of all products would be impossible. He is both 
on the producing and receiving end of the economic acti- 
vities of the race. To whom does money belong? Where 
does it come from? It comes partially from individual 
effort. Therefore, it belongs, partially, at least, to the 
individual. He helps to produce it, therefore he helps to 
own it. 
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b. Society is the next major factor. Society is another 
name for the association of individuals. In other words, 
society is the individual in co-operation with and in rela- 
tion to his neighbors. Society helps in the production of 
money. It furnishes what no individual can secure alone. 
It assists in raising his product, if it be from the soil. It 
assists in producing it, if it comes from a factory. It 
helps to create the government and the banks for the 
coming and issuing of money. It does what no single 
individual can possibly do. It helps to produce the in- 
crease, the income, the wealth of the nation. 


Since society helps to produce money, society also helps 
to own it. There is no escape from the logic of this 
position. 

c. The third factor 1s God. God created the earth. God 
put fertility in the soil. God sends the sunshine and the 
rain. God causes the rotation of the seasons. God puts 
the germ of life in the grain of wheat or corn. 


God stored up the wealth of the mountains and of the 
plains. The vast deposits of coal, iron,’ lead, zinc, copper, 
aluminum, oil, silver, gold, diamonds, come from the 
bounteous hand of the Creator. Using these raw materials, 
the individual and society bring forth the increase. That 
increase is exchanged for the standard of value we call 
money. 


Who owns the money? If God helps to produce it, then 
he helps to own it. Some of it by right of creation belongs 
to him. 


4. Partnership in Production 


This lays a sound foundation for the economic basis 
of stewardship. Both the individual and society, if they 
are to exist in an ancient or modern world, must have 
money. They work together to produce it. They own it 
together. Each is entitled to a share. But the history of 
religion shows that for some divine reason God must also 
have his share. Cain and Abel brought their gifts unto the 
Lord. If God is to hold men to the highest idealism, if 
they are to be men and not mere animals, then they must 
bring gifts unto God. 


This is the basis for God’s enconomic interest in ste- 
wardship. He helps men to produce money. He is in 
partnership with them. And as such he owns a share. 
Part of it belongs to him. This being true, the whole 
money-making process of the nation should be Christian- 
ized. All the aspects of the making of money, its use and 
its ultimate distribution should be Christian. God cer- 
tainly does not want to be a partner in any dirty business 
enterprise! 
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5. Partnership in Distribution 

We come now to the question of the division of the 
money which has been jointly produced by these three 
factors—individual, society, God. The three produced 
st. The three own it. For this discussion it can be as- 
sumed that the individual and society, having it in their 
possession, will appropriate their share. They always 
have, they always will, and nobody can deny they have 
a perfect right to do so. 


Our question, as it relates to stewardship, is, How will 
God get his share? How can he secure that which right- 
fully belongs to him? The answer is Christian steward- 
ship as practiced by all the individuals who go to make 
up society. If they will acknowledge God’s partnership 
in the making of money and set aside a share for the 
building of his kingdom, the problem will be solved. 
But it must be voluntary. There can be no coercion. 
Each individual must learn to be fair with God. 


6. God’s Share 


How much is God’s share? God has a stake in this 
economic basis of stewardship. Among the patriarchs, 
many gave tithes. Among the people of the Jewish nation 
tithes were the order. In the beginning of Christianity 
certainly not less than a tithe was expected, but in nu- 
merous cases the followers of Christ far exceeded the 
tithe. 


In our modern nation, is it fair to begin with a tenth 
for the average man? Would the average Christian want 
to do less? But with the man of large income, who is a 
real Christian, the tenth is not enough. Where much is 
given, much is required. 

God’s share, therefore, it would seem, even in this 
modern day, should begin with a tenth. The millions of 
his disciples with average incomes working concertedly, 
could lay an economic foundation for the kingdom of 
God by this plan, upon which could be builded a spiritual 
structure that would spread out over all the earth. 
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CHAPTER IX 


STEWARDSHIP IN THE CHRISTIAN HOME 


The success or failure of the stewardship program lies 
in the Christian home. A husband and wife live there. 
The decision “to be or not to be” real Christian stewards 
is made in the home. There the plan rises or falls. 
Two persons, not one, make the choice. And they make 
the choice not on the question of the one tenth but on the 
total ten tenths. 


1. What is a Christian Home? 


It is generally assumed that a Christian husband and 
a Christian wife constitute a Christian home. It is also 
assumed that a Christian home, so constituted, would 
naturally practice Christian stewardship. The facts, 
however, will not always bear out this assumption. In 
some cases, the husband is an obstruction to the program; 
in other cases the wife; in still other cases both. A regu- 
lar weekly or monthly gift to Christ and his church out 
of the family income is not an accident. It is the result 
of a definite commitment. This decision is, that a cer- 
tain share or proportion of the family income is set aside 
for religion. It means that religiously that share is paid 
into the treasury of the Lord. 


2. The Home Deals with Ten Tenths 


Now, the decision to pay a fixed share, let us say 
one tenth to God, is not made on the basis of one tenth. 
It is made with the entire ten tenths in view. That is, 
the Christian home—husband and wife—looking at the 
total income, ten tenths, decide with definite resolution and 
conviction to live on the nine tenths, and dedicate one 
tenth to God. 


3. Stewardship a Way of Life 


It has been previously stated that stewardship is a way 
of life. This unselfish way of life, means that the family 
income is diminished by one tenth, and that, as a regular 
family program, they will be happy in this new partner- 
ship with Christ and the church. It means that both 
husband and wife will have to carefully plan their spend- 
ing budgets, so as to be able to pay for all family expenses 
out of the nine tenths, not out of the ten tenths. 


4. The Waterloo of Tithing 


Here is the crux of the stewardship problem. Here is 
where tithing in the modern world meets its Waterloo. 
Why will not people tithe? Because they do not believe 
in it? No. It is because they do not want to compel 
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themselves to live on the other nine tenths. Many fami- 
lies plan their spending program to consume the entire 
ten tenths, and even more. They make purchases on the 
installment plan which take the total income for months 
and sometimes for years. They rob God of his share. 
Stewardship is shunted aside for a more convenient 
season, which never comes. Such people do not want to 
be converted to stewardship and tithing. It costs too 
much. They want the things which the ten tenths will 
buy. They appropriate God’s share to buy things for 
themselves. 


5. Christian Motive in the Christian Home 


This leads to the motive in the Christian home. Does 
it have a dominant Christian motive? If it is dominant, 
it must therefore be permanent, and must express itself 
in sharing. If there is no such motive, then selfishness, 
self-interest, stinginess, greed, the love of ease, enter in. 
When these enter in, the peace and happiness of the 
home are at stake. 


As the church can not thrive with a selfish member- 
ship, neither can a Christian home thrive with both hus- 
band and wife living willful, selfish lives. The greed 
which reaches out and takes the one tenth for personal 
use, will destroy, in many cases, the happiness of the 
users of the total ten tenths. 


6. Lack of Stewardship Fatal 


Many a home has been wrecked over money. In fact, 
the records show that separation and divorce are caused 
by misunderstandings about money. He says: “My 
wife is a spendthrift. She creates bills at the stores 
beyond my ability to pay. She seems to think I’m a mil- 
lionaire.”’ 


She says: “My husband is stingy; he’s miserly. He 
talks before the neighbors as if he had a large income, 
but with me he talks as if there were a perpetual depres- 
sion.” 

The seven devils of greed and selfishness get in their 
work. Suspicion creeps in. Jealousy grows. And the 
next step is the divorce courts. But it started over money 
matters. A stewardship program, where both husband 
and wife know all the facts about the total family income, 
would avoid much of this friction. 


7. Cause of Divorce 


This principle is verified by a recent study on the 
causes of divorce. The book, “The Variance Between 
Legal and Natural Causes for Divorce,” by Mower, 
gives the following table: 
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CHART SHOWING CAUSES OF DIVORCE 
IN 295 CASES 


No. Cases Percent 


Financial#tension .seseces ert eteeeae 119 ; 
Desertion$ioreanotheraccwe ssn. 39 132 
Dissatisfaction with home or marriage BZ 10.9 
Infidelity to marriage VOWS...............---- 31 10.5 
Drinkgors cruelty tire ee eee 29 Jo 
Refusal to leave old home......._............. Zo 78 
Teréegilare a pits sees eee meer 13 4.4 
Iprecularewock cand ering eee 7 2.4 
Forced smarttagcnesemet taser ee ee 2 0.7 
2950 LOO 


What a tragic picture that is! The tension of friction 
over money brings on more divorces than the next three 
causes combined. The friction, of course, is due par- 
tially to selfishness on the part of one or both. It is also 
due to lack of a complete understanding and a dominat- 
ing Christian motive about spending. Christian steward- 
ship, in its total implications of the sacredness of the ten 
tenths, would help to supply that motive. 


8. Testimony of Lawyers and Judges 

The above testimony is further borne out by lawyers 
and judges in our twentieth century divorce courts. 
Many of them say that the greatest single cause for di- 
vorce is friction over financial matters. Owners and 
credit managers of great department stores say that 
about 85 per cent of all buying in their stores is done by 
women. This spending, many times excessive, by women, 
leads to the divorce courts. 


A number of divorced persons—some men, some 
women—in the last two or three years, have confided to 
the writer that the first difficulty began over money. A 
woman in a mid-western state, with the custody of a girl 
twelve and a son sixteen, said that step by step their sep- 
aration was forced by the grasping selfishness of her for- 
mer husband. 


9. Chrisian Home Must Be Evangelized 


The next great movement in the church must be the 
evangelization of the Christian home. There the major 
Christian motive or the lowest worldly motive will rule. 
Christians must not only be Christians at church on Sun- 
day when they worship and pray, but they must live like 
Christians and act like Christians through the week. And 
that life must involve frankly the spending of the family 
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income according to the will of God. That involves the 
Christian spending of ten tenths of the income. A share 
to Christ and his church of not less than one tenth and 
a deliberate program of living on the nine tenths, so 
that Gods share will not be jeopardized. 
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CHAPTER X 
STEWARDSHIP AND GROWING CHILDREN 


If stewardship is to have a permanent place in the pro- 
gram of the church it must be systematically taught to 
growing children. Millions of children are members of 
the church. Children from the ages of ten and twelve 
up to twenty-one help make up the membership of every 
local congregation. Millions of children of younger 
ages are in the Sunday schools of these churches. They 
will be members tomorrow. 


1. Stewardship and 25,000,000 Children 


It is estimated that every September about 25,000,000 
children and young people with vacation over enter or 
re-enter the public schools of the United States. That 
is a modern educational miracle—universal education for 
the growing children of the entire nation. The best 
buildings, equipment, playgrounds and teachers that 
money can buy are at their disposal. The ideal of the 
nation seems to be an intelligent and educated citizen- 
ship. 


2. Future Church Leadership 


This has a meaning to the leadership of the church. 
The state is helping to raise up, every generation, a new 
generation of educated children. Millions of these same 
children belong to the churches. The church must be 
alert in giving definite systematic instruction to its young 
membership, and membership to be. It would be suicidal 
for the church to neglect this major responsibility. 


One of the definite obligations of church membership 
is the practice of Christian stewardship. Children should 
be taught not only the principle, but should be led into 
the practice. They are able to learn other things in the 
home and in the public schools. They are able and 
willing to learn this if they are properly taught. They 
will never learn it if they are not taught. They will 
never practice it if they are not taught. 


3. Use Them or Lose Them 


And if they do not learn to practice stewardship in 
their growing years, the church will lose them. The 
statement of Jesus is as true of children as it is of 
adults, that “where a man’s treasure is, there will his 
heart be also.” Since stewardship is a way of life, 
every growing child who belongs to the church should 
make a weekly pledge to its support, and should be 
taught to pay that pledge every week conscientiously. 
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4. Children Can Share With God 

Can children find money with which to pay their 
church pledges? The answer is that they can. They 
secure money for other necessary and unnecessary things. 
Usually they secure it from their parents. If they have 
been taught that stewardship is a part of their duty and 
their life they, with the aid of their parents, can secure 
the money, every week, to pay their weekly pledges. Tens 
of thousands are doing so. They find joy in the doing 
of it. They feel themselves a part of the regular church 
program. Their membership is thus magnified and made 
important to them. This teaching and leading of growing 
children into stewardship expression is somebody’s obli- 
gation. It is somebody’s religious duty. 


5. Duty of Parents 

It is, first of all, the duty of the parents. The growing 
children are a part of the Christian home. If the home 
has a habit of stewardship, expressed in some definite 
proportion, say a tenth, then a part of this amount should 
be assigned to the pledges of the children. The parents 
have no right to do all the giving for the family. 


Most parents are pleased when their children join the 
church. But each child joins for himself. His name is 
his own name on the records of the church. So his own 
pledge for its support should be his own individual pledge, 
to be paid by him, not by his father. His weekly envelope 
should contain his own name. With his own hands he 
should drop it into the treasury of the Lord. 


The parents are the only persons who can make this 
possible. And it is their sacred duty to make it possible. 
If they want to do it through the device of an allowance, 
or have the children earn it by some method, well and 
good. But since the children belong to the church, and 
the parents likewise, they should sit down together and 
confer on so important an obligation and work out its 
details in a satisfactory way. 


6. Duty of the Minister 


It is the duty of the minister to teach and preach this 
sacred stewardship obligation. The minister is the pas- 
tor and preacher of the whole congregation. As such 
he is the pastor and leader of these growing children. He 
cannot be true to them if he does not teach them their 
stewardship duties to Christ and his church. Any min- 
ister is unfaithful to his trust who neglects this important 
spiritual duty. 

If modern ministers shrink from teaching and preach- 
ing stewardship, then let them study Biblical history. 
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From the time the race began, all through the three great 
dispensations, men were taught to bring their sacrifices, 
their gifts, their offerings unto the Lord. Their scribes, 
prophets, priests, law givers, teachers, declared to them 
in unmistakable terms their obligations to God. Is it pos- 
sible that the modern teachers and preachers of the 
church will be less faithful than their spiritual ancestors? 
Is it possible that they will help to destroy the church by 
failure to teach its high duty to God? Yes, the preacher 
must be the teacher of stewardship. 


7. Duty of Bible-school Leaders 


It is the duty of Bible-school leaders and teachers. 
Bible schools are graded. The pupils assemble in classes, 
The teacher, as in the public schools, has a personal oppor- 
tunity to teach all the Christian graces. Stewardship is 
one of those graces. 


The Bible-school teacher is not only training his pupils 
in Biblical stories, history, literature and religion. He is 
also, or should be, training for church membership. The 
Bible-school must be an ally of the home and the minister, 
in the complete religious training of growing children. 
In no other way can the job be completely done. 


8. Shall We Let the Fire Go Out? 


Someone has said that the church is just one generation 
short of extinction. But that has always been true. One 
generation lives at a time. Each generation passes on 
the torch to the next. What if some neglectful genera- 
tion should let the fire go out? This will not happen if 
growing children are well taught their moral and spiritual 
lessons by the faithful leaders of the church as each gen- 
eration comes and goes. 
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CHAPTER XI 


STEWARDSHIP AND GOSPEL PREACHING 


The first charge against the stewardship of the church 
should be for preaching. Preaching not alone in the 
local congregation, but to the uttermost parts of the earth. 
Christ ordained that the Christian religion should be 
propagated by preaching. His first appearance, in the 
beginning of his three years of public life, was at the 
place where John the Baptist was preaching. This great 
preacher baptized Jesus of Nazareth. “From that time 
Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent; for the King- 
dom of heaven is at hand.” 


1. Twelve Apostles Were Great Preachers 


Jesus called his twelve apostles and began their three 
years of training to be preachers. He established a treas- 
ury for their support. Judas was the treasurer and car- 
ried the bag and purchased provisions from time to time. 
How they secured the money is not known. By this 
method, and by entertainment in the homes of friends 
and others, the cost of their livelihood was cared for. 
The point here emphasized is, that Jesus and his disciples 
were not beggars. They were supported as they went 
preaching. They had a living. 


2. Emphasis on Preaching Paramount 


This emphasis on preaching is paramount in the Chris- 
tian church. Jesus’ last great command or commission 
was about preaching. The last hour with his apostles 
before his ascension was spent in telling them, “Go ye 
into all the world, and preach the gospel to every crea- 
ture.” We are told that immediately thereafter, “they 
went forth and preached everywhere, the Lord working 
with them.” 


3. First Churches Established by Preaching 


Peter stood up on the day of Pentecost and preached. 
The church became a reality. Paul on his far journeys 
in Antioch, Corinth, Ephesus, Macedonia, Philippi and 
Rome, preached, and churches in all these cities sprang 
up and grew. Paul wrote to the church in Corinth that 
“it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save 
them that believe.’ He wrote to the church at Rome: 
“How shall they hear without a preacher; and how shall 
they preach except they be sent?” 

The logic of these Scriptural statements is that preach- 
ing in the Christian program is indispensable; and that if 
preaching is imperative a preacher is necessary. If a 
preacher gives his life to preaching, he must be supported. 
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4, First Claim on Stewardship Is for Preaching 


Hence, the first claim on the stewardship of the church 
is, and by right should be, gospel preaching, for that is 
the most necessary and important thing in the church. 

This point undoubtedly was considered by the Jeru- 
salem church and its leaders. The general conception is 
that when the people sold their possessions and laid the 
money at the apostles’ feet, nothing but a program of 
benevolence was carried on. But a careful study of what 
happened reveals that a vastly greater program than that 
was at once in operation. Distribution was made “as 
every man had need.” What were their needs? Philip 
went preaching. Was that need for travel and support 
not supplied? Stephen became a mighty preacher. Was 
he not cared for from that general fund? “They that 
were scattered abroad went everywhere preaching the 
word.” Did they not receive the support of their breth- 
ren while doing so? 


5. The Seven Appointed to Free Apostles to Preach 


The apostles asked that the seven be appointed to look 
after the care of the Greek widows. But they added, 
“We will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to 
the ministry of the word.” Does any thinking man 
believe that the Greek widows were cared for and that 
the apostles, who gave themselves “continually” to preach- 
ing, were not? Every implication is that as these early 
preachers went forth, they had back of them the support 
of the church. 


6. Paul’s Example in Corinth, Ephesus, Thessalonica 


Paul by occupation prior to his call had been a tent- 
maker. In three places he partially supported himself 
at his old trade. But not entirely as his own testimony 
indicates. These early Christians were just called out of 
the Gentile world. They were just getting started as 
churches. 

In Corinth Paul found Aquila and his wife Priscilla. 
Acts 18:3: ‘And because he was of the same trade, he 
abode with them, and they wrought; for by their trade 
they were tent makers.” Later Paul wrote to the church 
in Corinth; II Cor. 11, 7-8: “Did I commit a sin in abas- 
ing myself that ye might be exalted, because I preached 
to you the gospel of God for nought? I robbed other 
churches, taking wages from them that I might serve 
you.” 


This clearly shows that a part of Paul’s support on 
his great tours came from the churches. Of Thessalonica 
and his labors there he writes, I Thessalonians 2, 9: 
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“Working night and day, that we might not burden any 
of you. We preached unto you the gospel of God.” And 
in II Thessalonians 3, 8-9: “Neither did we eat bread 
for naught from any man’s hand—not because we have 
not the right, but to make ourselves an example unto 
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you. 


To the elders in Ephesus Paul says in Acts 20, 34: 
“Ye yourselves know that these hands ministered unto 
my necessities, and to them that were with me.” 


7. Paul Received Wages for Preaching 


There is no record that Paul partially supported him- 
self as he went preaching aside from these three places, 
Corinth, Ephesus, and Thessalonica. His life was surely 
too busy and his work too important to allow his energy 
to be consumed as a permanent program in earning his 
daily living. 


In fact, in II Cor. 11:8, 9, he writes to the church in 
Corinth: “I robbed other churches, taking wages from 
them to do you service. And when I was present with 
you and wanted, I was chargeable to no man: for that 
which was lacking to me, the brethren which came from 
Macedonia supplied.” 


Later, Paul apologizes to the church in Corinth for not 
requiring them to assist in his support. In II Cor. 12:13 
is his statement, ““For what is it wherein ye were inferior 
to other churches, except it be that I myself was not bur- 
densome to you? forgive me this wrong.” Paul partially, 
not entirely, supported himself as a tent maker to relieve 
the church. And he later discovered that that was a big 
mistake ! 


8. Comparison with Jewish Dispensation 


Paul still further claims support for preaching and the 
preacher by his review and comparison with the Jewish 
dispensation. Over half of the ninth chapter of First 
Corinthians is taken up with teaching on the care and 
support of the ministry. He says (verses 3, 4), “Mine 
answer to them that do examine me is this, Have we not 
power to eat and drink?” (verse 7) “Who goeth a war- 
fare at any time at his own charges? who planteth a 
vineyard, and eateth not the fruit thereof?’ 


Or read verses 10, 11, “For our sakes no doubt, this 
is written: that he that ploweth should plow in hope: and 
he that thresheth in hope should be partaker of his hope. 


“If we have sown unto you spiritual things, is it a 
great thing if we shall reap your carnal things ?” 
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9. Levitical Priesthood vs. Preaching 

Paul’s most comprehensive teaching for the support 
of preaching is his comparison with the Levitical priest- 
hood and its support under the Jewish order. It is found 
in I Cor. 9:13, 14. It reads: “Do ye not know that they 
which minister about holy things live of the things of the 
temple? and they which wait at the altar are partakers 
with the altar? 

“Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which 
preach the gospel should live of the gospel.” 

The inescapable conclusion of all these teachings is, that 
it is divinely ordained that men should be supported 
while they preach the everlasting gospel. Preaching is 
the major objective of the church. The whole thing 
fails without it. Hence, the first charge upon the stew- 
ardship of the church should be for gospel preaching. 


10. Stewardship and the Great Commission 

This leads to the logical conclusion that ministers 
should be paid a living wage. They should be set free to 
perform their God-appointed task. And their task is the 
evangelization of the world. The first charge against the 
stewardship is for preaching, but for preaching in all the 
world. The stewardship of the church must match that 
program. The missionary preacher in Africa has just 
as much claim on the generosity of the church as does 
the minister of the local congregation. To deny this is to 
deny Christ. They go preaching his gospel. They are not 
servants of men, they are servants of the Most High. 
They must be good men, the best men, the best trained 
men, the most consecrated men, the most diligent men, 
the men of greatest vision and courage to be found in the 
church. 

These modern apostles of the new day must, therefore, 
be set aside to preach. To preach to all the world. They 
must, as the early apostles did, “give themselves contin- 
ually to prayer and the ministry of the word.” In so doing 
the gospel will run and Christ will be greatly glorified. 
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CHAPTER XII 


STEWARDSHIP AND THE EVERY-MEMBER 
CANVASS 


The every-member canvass is a method which attempts 
to make stewardship unanimous in the church. It should 
be unanimous. Every member should be a contributor. 
Surveys of congregations show that about half the mem- 
bers of the average church make no regular contribution 
to its support. 


These studies further show that the half who never 
give, as a rule never go. Asa rule they never participate 
in the general activities of the church. When their gifts 
are lost to the church they are lost also. Again the 
statement is impressed upon us that stewardship is a way 
of life. No stewardship, no warm glowing spiritual life 
in the work of the kingdom. 


1. Need for Annual Every-member Canvass 

This condition emphasizes the need for an annual every- 
member canvass. The leaders of the church, considering 
the total membership, should plan every year to lay before 
this total membership complete, frank, and comprehensive 
plans for their enlistment in the total work of the church. 
The minister is the pastor of 100 per cent of the member- 
ship, not 50 per cent. The officers are the officers of 100 
per cent. Therefore, it is imperative that these leaders 
organize once each year, both with an educational pro- 
gram and some kind of a personal calling program, to 
reach every member whose name is to be found on the 
roll of the church. 


2. Scriptural Authority for Every Member Canvass 

There is Scriptural authority for this program. It is 
found in Paul’s teaching (previously quoted) in I Cor. 
16:2. The teaching is clear, definite and personal: 

a. First day of the week—systematic and habitual. 

b. Every one of you—personal, not family. 

c. Lay by in store—definite planning with purpose. 


d. As God hath prospered—according to ability. 


Now, that was written to church members. It was 
written by the great leader of the Gentiles. That teach- 
ing has never been changed or abrogated. It stands as 
an obligation upon every follower of Jesus today. It is 
the duty of the leadership of the church to so organize the 
stewardship program as to incorporate into its regular 
practice the entire membership of the churches. 
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3. Several Successful Methods 


There are many successful methods of preparing for 
and conducting the every-member canvass. Some of 
these methods are well adapted to every congregation, 
large or small. There is no mystery about them. There 
is no need for outside experts to be called in to get the 
job done. Given once the objective—the enlistment of 
every member—and the purpose—the decision to do it— 
then the leaders of the church, if they be in earnest can 
work out a successful plan for the canvass of every 
member in the church. They may not secure a pledge 
from every member, but they can canvass every member. 
And if they do that thoroughly, every year, with intelli- 
gent and brotherly care, many will be enlisted who have 
for years neglected this sacred duty to God. 


4. Two Important Reasons 


The canvass of every member is urged for two impor- 
tant reasons, the good of the church and the good of the 
member. The church must have support to carry on its 
work. Everyone understands that. But the member 
needs to give for the sake of his own soul. He must not 
grow stingy. He must be made to remember that God is 
his partner in the making of money. Therefore, he must 
share with his partner. Spiritual life, whether we like 
it or not, can not grow apart from sacrifice. Hence the 
great reason for the every-member canvass is to help de- 
velop the spiritual life of the members of the church. 


The major drive therefore is to secure the interest of 
the giver, not the gift; to secure the man, not his money; 
to secure the tither, not the tithe. But since one in each 
of these pairs can not be secured without the other, then 
the drive is for both. The gift helps the church in its 
outward expression; it helps the giver in the inward ex- 
pression of his spiritual interest in the things of the king- 
dom. 

There are a few types of the every-member canvass 
which have had the endorsement of many experienced 
workers: 


5. Visitation Type 

The visitation type. Leaders divide the membership or 
homes into lists of from six to ten. Divisions are usually 
made geographically by areas and streets. Teams of two 
persons are assigned to each list. Sermons are preached 
in advance. Literature is mailed to every home. The day 
is appointed. The entire membership notified. The 
canvassers are well trained. 


On the appointed day they visit personally in all the 
ay! 


homes on their lists and wisely urge a signed pledge from 
every person on their lists. 


6. Worship Type 

The worship type. In using this type the same general 
preparation of sermons, literature and organization are 
employed as those described above. 


On the appointed day, at the regular morning church 
service, the matter is presented by the chairman of the 
finance committee or other properly qualified person, 
and then a short sermon on giving is preached by the 
minister. Pledge cards are then distributed to the entire 
congregation, and in the quiet of the house of worship, 
and in the spirit of reverence, the people write down their 
pledges in the presence of the Lord. Those not present 
and who do not send their gifts, are visited the following 
week by the canvassers. 


7. Volunteer Type 


The volunteer or consecration day type. Some of the 
larger churches have followed a week-day volunteer plan, 
sometimes called a consecration day plan. This takes as 
much careful preparation as is required for the success- 
ful use of the other plans or even more. The people are 
asked to come to the church in groups at different hours 
of the day, hear a short program, then volunteer their 
pledges, and go on their way. One church had its men 
come at one hour, its women at another, the grade-school 
children at another, the members of high-school age at 
still another. Each group had its own short program, 
made its own pledges, and was gone within the hour. 
Those not coming on the appointed day were visited by 
teams of canvassers. 


8. A Canvass for Persons 


Let it be remembered that the every-member canvass 
is a canvass for persons—for individual persons to prac- 
tice their stewardship unto God. Church members are 
persons. These persons are by commitment to the church, 
by confession, by baptism, followers of Christ. As such 
they must be partakers of his program. The church must 
use them. It must not lose them. Through Christian 
stewardship they must enter into an even larger spiritual 
life and help to establish the kingdom of God. 
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CHAPTER XiIil 


STEWARDSHIP POSSIBILITIES IN THE 
AVERAGE CHURCH 


The average church usually considers itself poor. The 
members usually refer to it as “having a hard time finan- 
cially.” They say, ‘If we could solve our financial prob- 
lems, all other things would be easy.” Because of this 
failure in its stewardship program the average church 
uses many unwise and un-Scriptural devices for raising 
money. They have suppers, fairs, fish fries, bazaars. 
They enter into competition with the hotels and restau- 
rants. They consume their energies on making money 
instead of making men. 


1. Mathematics and Religion Work Together 


Now, much of this is due to the fact that these average 
churches have not carefully considered their own strength. 
They have not, with pencil and paper, calculated their own 
stewardship possibilities. They do not use mathematics 
in religion. They should do so. God is the great Mathe- 
matician. The stars are all numbered. He keeps books 
upon the majestic planetary system. The hairs of our 
heads are numbered. Not a sparrow falls to the ground 
without the heavenly Father taking note of it. His fol- 
lowers therefore must not only learn to pray, they must 
learn the multiplication table. And they must use it in 
the program of the church. 


2. Annual Income of Church Can Be Known 


They should begin with a simple method of calculation. 
In rather definite terms the monthly and annual income 
of the members of the average church is known. It con- 
forms very largely to the per capita income of the nation. 
We know year by year what that figure is. 


Before the late depression the per capita income of the 
nation was $683. That is, the average annual income for 
every person in the United States—man, woman, child, 
even babes in arms—was $683 per person. In 1933 it 
had declined to $377. However, it increased 38.3 per 
cent during the next three years, bringing the per capita 
income of the nation at the end of 1936 to $521. 

Church members are at least equal to the average of 
the general population in regard to income. In all prob- 
ability the income of church members is larger than the 
average for the entire nation. But putting it the same, 
$521, then the income of the total membership of any 
church can be easily calculated. 
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3. Income of Four Churches 


Let us apply this method to a few churches. A small 
rural church has 100 members. The per capita income 
is $521. Therefore, these members have an actual total 
income of $52,100. Another church in a village has 250 
members. At $521 per capita these church members 
would have an income of $130,250. A church of 400 
members would have an income among its membership 
of $208,400. And a membership of 700 would have an 
income of $364,700. 


4. Possibilities of Four Churches 

Think of the stewardship possibilities of the above four 
churches: 

The church of 100 members, income $52,100. A tenth, 
or 10 per cent, set aside for the Lord’s work would give 
the church an income of $5,210. Or 5 per cent would 
be one-half of that, $2,605. Or 3 per cent would be 
$1,563. Does such a church have to put on penny socials 
to finance its program? 

The church of 250 members with an income of $130,- 
250 at 10 per cent would have $13,025, at 5 per cent would 
have $6,512.50, at 3 per cent would have $3,907.50. 

The church of 400 members would have $20,804, or 
$10,420, or $6,252. 

The 700-member church would have $36,470, or $18,- 
235, or $10,941. 

What tremendous possibilities within the ranks of 


every church itself. No need for outside money-making 
schemes. 


5. Duties of Leaders 


If the possibilities are there, then the duty is there. 
It is a duty which bears down on three groups in the 
church—ministers, other leaders, members. 

a. The ministers certainly have a duty in stewardship 
teaching and preaching. Ina courageous and constructive 
way they have a duty to declare the whole counsel of 
God on the economic and spiritual aspects of stewardship. 
They have no right to let the local church lag behind, or 
its world-wide program suffer, because of timidity. 

b. It is expected of officers and other leaders, elected 
or appointed, that they be leaders in all matters of church 
growth. That includes stewardship and its largest possi- 
bilities. By teaching and by example they must lead. 

c. The duty of the total membership is definite and 
personal. What can be done in the larger stewardship 
practice ought to be done. The fact that a member has 
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publicly committed himself to Christ lays on him a duty 
to do his level best in the matter of stewardship. 

A man in the church who one day caught a vision of 
the larger stewardship possibilities said: ‘Why didn’t they 
tell me about this when I joined the church? I’ve wasted 
years through ignorance.” It certainly is some one’s 
business to tell young Christians. 


6. This Example Shows How it Works 

This record was made in an Arkansas church in the 
spring of 1937: Eighteen persons agreed to pay the tithe 
for one month. The increase over regular pledges ran 
from 50 cents to $32.00 per month. One pledge of 50 
cents per week had an increase of $3.00 per week. One 
pledge of 25 cents per week had an increase of $4.75 per 
week. One pledge of $1.00 per week had an increase of 
$4.00 per week. All pledges were increased by tithing, 
4 doubled, 8 trebled. Of the 18 pledges, the increase was 
$171.16 per month. 

At that rate the increase from the 18 members would 
be $2,053.92 for the year. But what if 200 of them 
should tithe? Or the entire membership? There is un- 
used power in the churches. It ought to be harnessed up 
and put to work. 


7. Self Analysis Imperative 

It is desirable for a church to make a self-analysis of 
its membership and its possibilities. A careful diagnosis 
would reveal the way out of many of its difficulties. It 
may be that a new officer will have to be appointed to 
the average church board. He should be a combination 
of analyst, diagnostician and mathematician. He should 
make a careful survey of the membership, its present giv- 
ing, its larger stewardship possibilities. 

He should be allowed to lay all this information before 
the church officers and the entire congregation. He should 
help to educate the whole church. With such an analysis 
before them, and with a fixed purpose to follow their 
Lord into the more abundant life, any church can be led 
to see and do its larger duty in its program of Christian 
stewardship. 
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CHAPTER XIV 


STEWARDSHIP AT IHE GRAVE 


A man and his possessions part company at the grave. 
Paul, in I Timothy 6, 7, says: “We brought nothing into 
this world, and it is certain we will take nothing out.” 

The Psalmist expressed the same thing in Ps. 49:16, 
17: “Be not thou afraid when one is made rich, when 
the glory of his house is increased ; 

“For when he dieth he shall carry nothing away: his 
glory shall not descend after him.” 


1. No Pockets in Funeral Shroud 


There are no pockets in the funeral shroud. Christians, 
therefore, have a stewardship obligation at the grave. 
At their death, as well as during life, they may share 
with the Lord the possessions which he has helped to 
put into their hands. 


This is an obligation that many good people neglect. 
They practice stewardship of the annual income to a 
greater or less degree. They neglect to administer fairly 
the wealth or property accumulated during the years. A 
great multitude pass into the next world in every genera- 
tion with no provision made for the Lord to have a share 
of the estate. They die as if they had entirely forgotten 
that God had given them power to get wealth. They live 
like Chrisians, but they die like pagans. 


2. Stewardship Obligation at the Grave 


Now the stewardship principle should be working at the 
grave. If God owns a share of the income, then he 
owns a share of the estate. Christians must be taught 
that their last act must be a Christian act—an act of stew- 
ardship. Of all times, when the entire estate is involved, 
a Chrisian should practice Christian stewardship. He will 
never need his money again. He can not take it with him. 
The Lord’s great cause needs at least a share of it. That 


ought to be the easiest time of all to make settlement with 
God. 


3. Judgment at the Grave 


At the grave a man goes out to meet his Maker. He 
goes out to be judged for the deeds done in the body. His 
record of stewardship will rise up and bless him, or curse 
him. There the record shows whether he “did it” or 
“did it not” unto his Lord and his Lord’s great church. 
How important, therefore, that men be taught that the 


obligations of stewardship follow them from the cradle 
to the grave. 
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4. God’s Share in the Estate 


It is not fair to leave the total estate to the children in 
the hope that they will share it with the church. Such a 
policy is unfair to God. It is also unfair to the children. 
It puts the temptation of riches upon them far beyond 
what most of them are able to bear. Besides, the children 
have no moral right to the total. They did not create it. 
In many cases they had no part whatsoever in creating 
it. God did have. And he trusts men to share with him, 
even at the grave. For them not to do so, is a denial of 
his partnership with them in the making of money. 


5. A Bequest to the Devil 

There is a story of a wealthy bachelor who had only 
distant relatives with whom he had no dealings. In order 
to thwart their avarice he made a will disinheriting them, 
and leaving his entire fortune to the devil. It seems not 
to have occurred to him to leave it to God. 


His executor when ready to distribute the estate was 
unable to find the devil in person. He could see his foot- 
prints and discover his evil doings, but could not find him. 
The court therefore gave the administrator an order to 
give the money to the nearest of kin. Those turned out 
to be the disant relatives the man had tried to disinherit. 
But the story further relates that in spending the money 
all of these people went to the devil. So the bachelor’s 
will was carried out after all. 


6. The Moral 


This story has a moral. Ordinarily the wise teacher 
leaves the pupil to find out the moral. But it seems that 
church members are so slow in seeing this one moral 
about what happens at the grave. On the one hand, God 
is robbed of his share of the estate. On the other, con- 
flict on the part of children and relatives, jealousy, law- 
suits, bitterness and hatred. No Christian has a right 
to turn that brood of the devil loose on those whom he 
knows and loves best. 


7. A Christian Will Solves the Problem 

The stewardship obligation of a Christian at the grave 
may be discharged by a Christian will. A Christian’s 
will should be a Christian will. It should not be a pagan 
will. It may be a Christian will if he will make it so. 
He can make it so. It is his duty. It is his last sacred 
obligation to God. 

The follower of Jesus has made his good confession. 
He has been baptized. He has attended church regularly. 
He has made his liberal pledge and paid it. He has lived 
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a clean life before the community. His home and his 
children have been all that they should be. His business 
dealings have been above reproach. He has tried to be 
a Christian in all of his life’s relationships. 


8. Case of the 70% 


Then he comes to the grave. There he fails. There 
where the entire estate is involved, the whole thing is 
marred because he has neglected to make a will. About 70 
per cent of the Protestant people, it is stated, never make a 
will. And of those that do, about 70 per cent never 
leave anything to Christ and his church. The writing of 
a will is a small matter. It does not take much time. It 
is not expensive. It is not legally complicated. A small 
fee to a good lawyer will secure a properly executed legal 
will, which will carry out the desires and will of the 
maker. If nearly every Catholic who makes a will leaves 
something, however small, to the Catholic church or its 
institutions, then there ought to be a revival of will mak- 
ing among Protestants. This revival should lead every 
Protestant who makes a will to bequeath some amount to 
some cause of the church of the living God. 


9. Wills for Poor As Well As Rich 

Let it be emphasized that a will is not merely an insti- 
tution for the rich. It is for rich and poor alike. If the 
estate is no more than $500 or $1,000, it is cheaper for 
the estate to have a will than not to have it. Poor people 
above all others can not afford not to have wills. 


At the grave poor people as well as rich begin to 
achieve immortality. The grave does not hold the soul. 
The spirit of man returns to the spirit of God, who gave 
it. This soul of man, the immortal spirit of man, lives on. 


10. A Second Immortality Achieved at the Grave 


But at the grave another immortality may be achieved. 
The immortality of money, of wealth. It also may be 
dedicated to God who helped to make it. It may be left 
in perpetuity to his church to live on for a thousand 
years, feeding the poor, healing the sick, caring for the 
aged, preaching the gospel. Thus at the grave Christian 
stewardship becomes the crowning act of a good life, 
well lived to the glory of God, and for the advancement 
of his everlasting kingdom. 
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